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CONDITION 7 NOTIFICATION: INTERNATIONAL REPLY COUPONS

Dear Derek,

In accordance with Condition 7 of Royal Mail’s Licence, I am writing to advise you that the price Royal Mail charges for International Reply Coupons (IRCs) will change on 31 July 2006.  

IRCs, which are not a Regulated Service, are used by post offices throughout the world.  They are a mechanism whereby a sender of an international item can pay all or part of the postage for a reply.  IRCs are issued by the UPU in Bern.  Royal Mail buy them in bulk from the UPU and sell them through post offices.

The current issue of IRCs have an expiry date of 31 December 2006.  The UPU are about to replace the current issue with a new issue, which will have an expiry date of 31 December 2008.

Royal Mail will start selling the new design on 31 July 2006, when the old design will be withdrawn.  The price for the new design will be 95p.  This covers the 66p payment to the UPU, POL charges plus Royal Mail’s handling, storage and distribution costs.

A copy of this letter has been sent to Postwatch.

	Yours sincerely

Ian Cawthron

Regulatory Affairs 
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